so            THE INDIAN PEOPLES
to have, much sympathy with or knowledge of the country and the country people.
When this great barrier between the people of the town and the people of the country is taken into consideration, as well
as the great differences of races and religion that exist throughout India, one begins to realise something of the difficulty of dealing with Indian questions. The sources of information to the man who does not travel about and live among the people of the country, who, as a rule, are silent and invisible to those who do not make an effort to hear and see them, are the newspapers and orators of the great cities. These men talk as freely and as fully in regard to matters of which they arc entirely ignorant as in regard to matters with which they may claim some acquaintance.
I remember hearing a missionary in a public meeting in Scotland setting himself to correct what he stated to be a popular fallacy in regard to Indian temples. He said that people coming from India spoke of the beauty and picturesque-ness of Indian temples; and on the authority of his own long residence in India he assured his audience that this was pure sentiment or misrepresentation. He had seen many temples; and they were nothing but squalid shrines* I found that his experience was limited to Calcutta; I              to
some allowance for his statement. But there to my mind pictures of many temples which 1 had          in many parts
of India, beautiful for situation and capable* no far as their outward appearance went, of being the joy of the whole land. I recalled the reaches of the sacred Narbada,, beautified by the temples and shrines which the piety of many generations of simple people had erected on its banks, or temples with fair walls and battlements on the tops of hills and even mcnmtainff, to which the piety of simple pilgrims lead them for quiet secluded worship,
I have heard men tell of tW? state of feeling in India* of the jealousy of the people IE rdftpeet of the British Government and its officers ; and 1 have found that they haw simply